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1.    Olea cuspidata Wall. Cat (1828) no. 2817.—plate 596.
A medium sized evergreen tree; bark smooth when young,
exfoliating when old in long narrow irregular strips; young shoots,
petioles and leaves beneath clothed with minute reddish scales.
Leaves 5-10 by 1.3-2.5 cm., oblong-lanceolate, entire, cuspidate,
coriaceous, dark green and shining above, lateral nerves invisible on
the Ibwer surface of the leaf, obscure on the upper; petiole 2.5-5 mm.
long. Flowers 6 mm. across, whitish, bisexual, in axillary trichoto-
mous panicles about half as long as the leaves; pedicels mostly 0;
bracts minute, linear, caducous. Calyx 1.2 mm. long, cup-shaped,
subtruncate. Corolla-tube short, lobes spreading, ovate, subacute,
2 5 mnr long. Anthers oval, cells separated by the broadly elliptic
connective, dehiscing laterally. Style short; stigma large, thickened,
bifid. Drupe 5-7.5, mm. long, ovoid, supported by the persistent
calyx, black when ripe, pulp scanty, endocarp bony.
Distribution     N -W. Himalaya and Kashmir, 2,000—6,000 ft, Salt Range, Trans-Indus,
Wazinstan, Baluchistan —Afghanistan,
The root is a good application for scorpion-sting; its ashes are
useful in rheumatism and diseases of the brain.—The fruit is tonic,
emmenagogue; appetiser; useful in biliousness, liver complaints,
scabies, thirst, burning of the eyes, caries of the teeth, toothache.—
The oil has a bad taste; purgative, tonic, alexiteric; useful in griping,
liver troubles, pains in the joints, rheumatism, lumbago, old wounds;
the oil "from green fruits is astringent and a good tonic for old people
(Yunani).
At Wad, in Baluchistan, the fruit is considered somewhat purga-
tive, the gum from the tree is used mixed with antimony in applica-
tions to the eye. At Las Bela, the leaves are considered as a cure for
gonorrhcea, and the gum as a cure for eye-diseases (Hughes-Buller).
An oil is extracted from the fruit and is used medicinally as a
rubefacient. The leaves and bark are bittei and astringent, and used
as an antiperiodic m fever and debility (Brandis).
Almora: Kaphlainj—; Arabic: Sjetun, Zeitun—; Garhwal:
Bairbanj—; Hindi: Kahu, Kan, Kau—; Jaunsar: Kan—; Ktia
Saifulla: Showan, Showanah—; Kohlu: Kato—; Kunawar: Wi—;

